March 2006

BAREBOAT CHARTER ORIENTATION

8 MATES, 9 NIGHTS, 1 BOAT

This text is written to help explain how bareboat chartering works, assist in expectations, and describe responsibilities of those aboard. Smile, we’re going to the Caribbean!
Bareboating is a wonderful and rare opportunity to see a gorgeous piece of the Caribbean. However, with great rewards come responsibilities. COMMON SENSE AND COURTESY GO A LONG WAY. Don’t hesitate to pitch in. If you’re not sure what to do, just ask. 

If you don’t agree with anything in this document or have questions, bring up your points before we are underway.
The following sections are in chronological order (sort of)

PACKING

Sue should be sending her packing list, draw from it at will. BUT DON’T FORGET passport and dive qualification card. Soft luggage is preferred because of lack of space on boats..

LOCAL PREPARATION

What happens when we arrive: buying of groceries and beverages, obtaining dive gear, boat orientation, chart briefing, and loading the boat. We all need to pitch in. The markets are interesting and chart briefing very informative and thus both are highly recommended; however they often happen at the same time on Saturday morning. Bob does need at least one other for the boat orientation by the charter company.
PROVISIONING

· Sue has a list from past charters and has a good idea of items that work well on the boat and quantities of common items, eg water, peripheral items, etc
· Each cabin/couple will be asked to bring a recipe. Email Sue the ingredients and quantities needed for that meal. If it makes sense, bring the spices down with you rather than buying them there.
· If anyone has dietary issues, make it known

· Make your drink prerogatives and quantities known

· Food, drinks, and booze are not overly expensive and will be split amongst the crew

· If you can, help with shopping and lugging stuff, it’s a lot of work

· And it can be fun! The local markets are colorful and interesting

CLEANLINESS: 

· No shoes on the boat!! A white fiberglass boat can quickly look like cuc. Mud / dirt spreads quickly esp with wet feet. Rinse sandals off and carry them aboard.

· Keep common areas neat and clean. There are cubbies around the salon that work for stashing cameras/books/sunblock. It’s easier to find your stuff if you’ve put it away yourself.

· Burn copies of your CDs so we have options besides Bob’s funk mix and Dan’s/Rachel’s heavy metal/hair band. Best to bring a case and label it and your CDs so they go back into the right case. Not uncommon for CDs to get wrecked/lost/forgotten

· Don’t let dishes pile in sink, clean ‘em and put ‘em away

· There’s a bucket that works great for washing off the deck, which it’ll need it every other day or so.

SAFETY: 

· If the boat is moving and tossing, keep one hand available to hold on., ie don’t spill a perfectly good drink

· Watch out for deck hardware, it can tear skin and bruise toes. And red on white fiberglass has a tendency to stand out.
· Be especially careful at night walking on the boat

· Watch your head with low clearance, esp when wearing a hat. 

· Take care getting in and out of dinghy, and on and off boat. 

· The cat will have a first aid kit on board.

· While drinking, try hard to be aware of these warnings

· We will review Man Overboard procedures, life jacket locations, and other essentials  before getting underway.

PREPARING TO GET UNDERWAY

· A boat check should be done

· Although a catamaran is much more stable that a single hull, it will hobby horse and skip, things will fall that are not secured

· put unattended drinks away before they cause a mess

· coffee pot can’t stay on the stove. If it’s still drinkable, put the pot in the sink

· Take clothes and laundry off lifelines. Don’t take the chance, "I thought it was alright".. How much did those shorts cost? 

· Don’t leave stuff on top of a table/counter (sunblock, books, CDs, cameras). 

· All hatches shut

· dishes washed, dried, and stowed

· tables/counters/stove clear. 

· Eat something light for breakfast; helps ward off any queasies.

UNDERWAY: 

· If you are interested in learning anything about the boat, ask – sail handling, trimming,  points of sail, knots, navigation

· There will be plenty of opportunity for all to take the helm. How often do you get to drive a vessel worth 200-300 hundred thousand dollars?

· Check out the charts, see the beautiful area you’re in!

· It takes more than one person to sail a boat, occasionally you may be asked to lend a hand. If docking, everyone will be needed

· While sailing, check out the trampoline or pulpits, it’s a fun perspective

· The helmsman gets special attention underway, be nice and ask if he/she needs anything

AT ANCHOR

· Take care of swimming / snorkeling around the boat, eg, do not assume other boats or dinghies can see you

· If you are going in the water, tell someone beforehand. That person is responsible to verify the swimmer(s) are back on board

· NO DUMPIES AT ANCHOR unless an emergency. The heads go overboard, and we’re swimming around. In those emergencies engage the Dookie Procedure. please tell others and assign one person as dookie spotter. The spotter should go vile side, search to make initial eye contact, it may float or sink, and witness the wind or current take it away. Once clear, give the “all dookie clear” call. Swimming can resume.

WATER CONSUMPTION. 

· This cannot be stressed enough. There is a limited amount of water aboard and we need to conserve! Conserve! Filling water tanks is never a quick task, we do not want to be in a predicament where we need to leave a perfectly lovely position to motor / sail to get water; this can take hours. 

· Shower sparingly (once a day max!). Get wet, turn off the water, soap up, rinse. Sue recommends leave-in-conditioners: conditioning and product in one! Take shore showers at marinas when possible.

· Careful washing dishes: use the salt water tap to wash and rinse dishes with final rinse in fresh water.

· Use minimal water on the transom shower.

· MAKE SURE TRANSOM SHOWER AND ALL TAPS ARE CLOSED AFTER USE!

MEAL PREPARATION

· Breakfasts and lunches are a free-for-all; make your own and clean up afterward

· Dinners will be balanced between eating aboard and eating on land. There are a few cool restaurants to visit. On board, dinner preparation responsibilities will be rotated, cleanup by non-cooks, also rotated. 

RECREATION

· We need to find a balance between diving and going ashore and this will require compromises and creative thinking. There are six divers and two non-divers. There is only one boat and one dinghy. Personally, I would like to sail every passage, see every island and dive every site, but that’s not possible. We will have seven nights away from base, little time to see and experience the many islands. Sailing time will vary day to day, between zero and approximately five hours. If we dive close to shore and do not require the dinghy, then the options for the non-divers is to snorkel or dinghy to shore. We may be able to utilize the many “boat guys” for a lift to shore and back when needed. Once or twice we will stay two nights at the same anchorage for some relaxing downtime. Long dives take about an hour and a half to two hours with about forty to fifty minutes of downtime.

· Snorkeling gear is available at the charter base, but varies in quality. Divers take a set for backup. 

· We can rent a sea kayak if there is interest. Other toys may be possible.

DIVING

· We will get the best local advice and plan accordingly. Conditions change depending on time of year and storms

· SAETY is your friend. Use common sense and don’t take chances. Dive tables, watches, dive flags, etc are prudent. 

· Don’t guess, if you have any questions or issues ask or discuss with others
CRUISING ITINERARY

We will sail south from St Vincent through the Grenadines, stopping for … the best diving and snorkeling sights, most attractive and intriguing islands, most scenic anchorages, hopefully a very isolated anchorage for the night, good hiking opportunities, most interesting nightlife. There is a possible itinerary on my website, but it needs to be reworked since we are spending the last night in St Vincent so some can get early flights.

FINANCIAL RESPOSIBILITIES

· All crew will split boat costs, ie, charter fee, provisioning, fuel, moorings, dockage (if any), damage charges. 

· Any communication costs will be paid by the individual if for  personal use

· Costs for filling/renting tanks is split among the divers; you’ll have to pay for whatever gear you’ll be renting.

RETURNING TO BASE

· The boat needs to be clean and clear of our trash, groceries, booze, etc – everything. 

· Linens need to be placed in pillow cases and brought up from the berths. There is a list from the charter company with details. Before departing the boat, please do your share and don’t leave the work for others! Ideally, we’ll get most of this done on our last night, leaving some breakfast food and the linens to be cleared off in the morning. 

PFEW!

This may be long winded, but its written to help make the trip as good as possible. Send back any comments you have please.
http://www.worldstray.com/carib2006
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